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MOUNTAINLIFE

SHELTER

‘LIFEHERE IS SO SIMPLE. IN
BOULDER, OURKIDS WERE IN
TWO OR THREE SCHOOQLS,
THEIR FRIENDS WERE ALL 20
MILES AWAY THROUGH
TRAFFIC, HERE, THEY WERE
ALLIN ONE SCHOOL.

always scores Top 5 in the state,” says
Bill. “The graduating class is like 20 kids.
"The teachers are young and energetic.
We really stayed not just for the lifestyle,
but for the schools.”

A fourth Coburn will likely excel at
those same schools: Joe, now 7, was
born in Crested Butte. “Life up here is
Jjustso simple,” says Bill. “In Boulder, our
kids were in two or three different
schools, their friends were all 20 miles
away through traffic. In Crested Butte,
they were all in one school.”

Such a full-size family required a few
changes to their one-time second home,
originally designed as a getaway for two
families. “If Thad to design it all over ‘
from scratch, for my family, Iwould do it
differently,” Bill says. “I had to makeit -
all fit-make enough bedrooms for
enough kids, for starters.” A mainlevel
“don’t-callitamaster” bedroomwas
expanded and a “bigger, better” steam
shower added. A third-floor loft, once
Willy’s bedroom, was enclosed to add a
game room. “Now it’s Joe's scene,” Bill
says. A booth for breakfast or coffee or
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SHMALL TOWN, SMALL HOUSE Originally intended purely asa vacation house, the Coburng’
Crested Butte home was designed without an oversized master badroom. But it does have
the views: Bill and Annie open their windows onto open meadows filled with horses in summer
andfeet of snow in winter. A split scissor staircase allows for upper-floor access from both
the front door and the side entrance, whichleads to the garage.

cocktails was installed in the kitchen,
and a hot tub was stashed on the back

‘porch, looking upvalley into the

Raggeds Wilderness. “It’s not very
big—2,500 square feetis all-so we had to
do lots of little things.” A two-car garage
sheathed in rusted tin holds four seasons’
worth of athletic gear. “We've got
everything: AT, XC, downhill..and
there’s incredible skate skiing here.”
Three bedrooms—one for Gracie, one

for Emma and one for Joes “secret train
project”™hold down the fixst floor, while
the living/dining/kitchen area occupies
the second. “It's an upside-down house,”
Bill says. “When you live in Crested
Butte, the snow stacks up above the first
floor windows, so you want your living

- area to be above that, where you can see

out.” Last year they had to cut a tunnel
through the snow from the street to the
front door, “It was an ineredible year.” @




